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Tuesday 18 November at the Cherry Gardens CFS. Thanks once again to the

CFS for allowing us to use their facilities for our AGM and general meetings
throughout 218.

This was another busy and productive year for the Friends group, with a few
teething problems faced by some of our team taking on different roles, the

completion of the fourth year of our ten year Almanda Project, a couple of

slightly out of the ordiary events and a whole lot of the same old thing.

While the roles of President, Vice President, Treasurer and Administration

G i Al Assistant remained with yours truly, Jim Spiker, Donella Peters and Jenny
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Correspondence Secretary, meaning he has to wade through the plethora of emails predominantly fro



mailto:treasurer@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Friends of Parks and deciding which teforward to the masses, Lorraine Billett accepting the less arduous

but equally important job of Membership Officer, making sure our records are kept up to date, and Donella
offering to be the Minute Secretary faur meetings, a generally thankless task for which | sincerely thank
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computer, so that he could start passing on emails to our supporters.KshtarDon for continuing to do this

until Jim could take over.
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website in good order this year, after taking over from
longtime and original webnaster Les Peters the
previous year. Thanks also to IRiand Dave Fitch for
finalising our new generic email addresses for the
group, including ones for our President, Secretary,
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enough to keep myself busy anad, March, | spoke to
Kat Hill, our Volunteer Support Officer from Natural
Resources Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges (NR
AMLR), about setting up a Facebook page for the group.

4R Kat referred me on taJemma van den Bos from her
office and the rest is, as thems, hlstory The page was set up and | now post a few photos and a paragraph
or two after most events conducted by our group, including working bees, bird banding, open days and field
trips. While this may not result in new members or active volunteemdoés certainly reach a few different
members of our broader community, and you never know who might see it and join us in the future.
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leadership of iaugural President Tom Hands. Sales remained fairly brisk and consistent, and saw us order a
second print run during the year. At just $15 ($20 with postage), this remains excellent value and has
recently been more widely promoted by Friends of Parks byileand on their website.

Continuing the publication theme, stock of the excellent bookftott Creek from Settlement to
Conservation Parkby Marie Steiner, and our very popular bird brochure have both run low and we are
getting quotes for further printuns. Naturally nothing is that simple, and with a small number of minor
updates comes much time and delay. Hopefully these will both be resolved in the near future.

The fourth year of our ten year Almanda Project w==
completed at the end of June this yeaand the g
Almanda Report 2018 is now available for downlog ¥
FTNRY 2d2NJ CNASYRaQ 6S0aigs
about the fundraising and eground work undertaken %
in the Park, by both contractors and our volunteers,
the year. Supported by maps of thpeoject areas and
many photos, it also includes a financial report anc
list of supporters. )

Thanks to those organisations that chose to supp
our work in the park by providing funding this yea
These include NR AMLR, through Mark Fagan (DIS:i,
Officer) and Kat Hill, who combined to get a three y ; ’ S

Scott Creek CP Plan approved for $25,000 pa under the NR AMLR Land Management Program ($20,000
through Sustainable Landscapes and $5,000 through the Volunteer Support Program); NR AMLR also funded
a $5,000Community NRM Action Grant; and we had $2,500 approved under the Adelaide Hills Council
Community Development Grants Program. Unfortunately the Department for Environment and Water
knocked back a grant application for work in their own park!
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To highlightthe work undertaken as part of the Almanda Project, we held our third annual open day in
autumn this year. Thanks to some great publicity, the Almanda Mine area of the Park was heaving, as over
400 people attended the event. There were articles in Weekiotes, The Courier and The Weekender
Herald, notices placed on notice boards around the district, shares amongst our Facebook friends and other
Friends groups by the Friends of Parks and, the final piece of the publicity puzzle, a large contingent of
families came along after seeing a post\WWieChaj the Chinese social media app.

Thanks to all our members who assisted, both in preparations leading up to the day and on the day itself.
This includes work on the walking trail during working bees, helping @emguestions at the gazebo, John
Wamsley for developing and printing the sgifided walk information and placing the labels out along the

trail with the help of Steve Davey. Thanks also to Scott Creek Primary School, who provided refreshments for
the multtudes from their gazebo, and Warrawong2U Mobile Sanctuary, for bringing along a couple of
FYAYlLta G2 626 (GKS OKAfRNBY o6FyR | FS¢ 2F GKSANI LI
own local koala, who positioned herself in the Manna Gliractly above our gazebo for the duration of the

event.

While on events, we also set up a display at the Heysen Friends of Nature Forum in August, which has
directly resulted in a couple joining our Hands On Team, another at the Scott Creek Primafy SciBom H p
anniversary celebration held in October, plus conducted our annual spring walk, had a couple of visits to the
SA Museum, Laratinga in Mount Barker and our regular monthly lunches at local cafes. All in all, plenty of
opportunities to catch up otop of our scheduled working bees, bird banding and meetings!
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Totally Wild. Thanks to Sophie Morgan, who grew up in Scott Creek and is Produc@odir@ador for the

show, their presenter and film crew came along to a working bee in Aimanda Creek and interviewed a few of
our members and filmed us in action tackling the weeds. The short segment went to air in September and,
other than a little misidenfication with Barb and Jenny, it was good fun and an excellent piece. We hope to

get it placed on our website soon, for those that missed it.

A little more behind the scenes, we have joined the Friends of Mylor CP, Friends of Mylor Parklands, Aldgate
Valley Landcare Group, DEW and NR AMLR in a project designed to see if the Western Pygmy Possum can
still be found in our part of the Adelaide Hills. It follows a similar successful project conducted in Newland
Head CP on the Fleurieu Peninsula, where nestdare placed in the park and checke@ #weekly to see if

they have been occupied. While there are historical records of them living in the region, they have not been
recorded for a couple of decades. Nest boxes will be placed in Scott Creek CP athpgptaéct.

We have also had ten of our bird banding activities promoted by Adelaide Hills Science Hub, with $500
contributed by them to help run the events, which will be used to purchase some extra equipment. This has
resulted in several new people camgi out to the park to see what in involved in this lelegm program.



There is also a proposal from Living Legacy Tree to use areas of Scott Creek CP to establish memorial plots
for the families and friends of people who have passed away. The ideatifige areas of the park that are
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LegacyTree and placed in the memorial plot where the tree is planted. This proposal is still some way off
being sorted out, but with each memorial plot would come a donation to the Friends group, to be used to
off-set any costs, with the remainder to help fuather restoration work in the park.

| have already covered a lot of the work that is done by various members in the background, keeping the
group moving forward, but save the final big thank you to all members of FoOSCCP who have contributed to
our activties in the park.

Don and Jim keep the bird banding running smoothly, regardless of how cooperative the birds are. As
mentioned before, we have had a few new members come out to experience thiospandpersonal
activity with some of our featherediénds.

We have also had a few new members join our Hands On Team, coming out to ountbrittdy scheduled
working bees throughout the park or the almeseekly Wednesday team working on our showcase site in
Almanda Creek. Thanks to them and all the ledghds, who keep chipping away on the many weed fronts
throughout the park.

Thanks to Jenny for once again compiling our volunteer hours and passing them along to DEW. There was a

total 2,918 FOSCCP volunteer hours contributed for the year"[’oJBe 2018made up of:

T MmXZunn 62Nl Ay3 06SS K2dzZNE O0THO K2dzNBE F2NJ NB3Idz | NJ
Creek working bees and additional informal work)

1 695 hours birebanding, including data management and net repairs

9 93 hours on the Almanda Pegjt Open Day

1 737 hours on administration and meetings, including Bandicoot Tails, Facebook and grant writing and
acquittals

1 170 hours compiling the booklet celebrating the first 25 years of FOSCCP

1 23 hours on the website and cartography

Peter Watton
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More from the AGM

Thanks to those members that put up their hands to volunteer for the essential roles needed to keep our
Friends group going{our office bearers for the next yeare:

President; Peter Watton

Vice Preslent¢ Jim Spiker

Correspondence Secretayyim Spiker

Treasurer Donella Peters

Minute Secretary, Donella Peters

Administration Assistant Jenny Dawes

Membership Officeg Lorraine Billett

Other positions:

Working Bee CommitteePeter Watton, JohiVamsley, Jenny Dawes, Glenn Giles
Bird Banding CoordinatarDon Reid

Website Coordinator Rick Williams

Social & Events Committeddonella Peters, Sue Braddesknith, Jenny Dawes
Almanda Project Contractor CoordinatpBrent Lores

Guest speaker

Follonving the formalities, local awardinning author and zoologist Daniella
Clode provided a fascinating talk based on her bdbk Wasp and the Orchid,
the Remarkable Life of Australian Naturakstith Coleman

Danielle is an award winning Australian authbter writing includes natural

.2 history, essays, scienewiting, historical ficton and besi St £ Ay 3 OKA f
books. SNJ 6221a& KI@S 62y GKS +*AO0G2NRIY t
fiction, Whitley Award for popular zoology and been shortlisted for the
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Danielle grew up in the fishing town of Port Lincoln in South Australia before
sailingaround the coast with her parents on a boat known4as KS LJA NJ G S
After finishing school in far north Queensland she moved\delaide to studyolitics and psychology.
Danielle worked as a zookeeper before completing her doctorammatogy at Oxford University, studying
seabirds and feral mink in the Outer Hebrides of Scdtlé&8hehas been dreelance writer and researcher

ever since and also teaches creative amgms ;

academic writing across Australia.

5 yASttSQa 0221 Aa (K
of naturalist Edith Coleman. Edith, who lived 7‘7
Blackburn, Victoria was therdt person tof =
identify and describe, in 1927, the pollinaton ¢~
an orchid by pseudocopulation after careft
observations for two seasons of the tong
orchid Cryptostylis leptochilaand the strange
activities of the ichneumon wasps on it
labellum.
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This paper was written by a woman withouf
formal scientific training, was quoted aroun:
the world and finally acknowledged as being ¢
accurate observation and conclusion. Danielle followindher presentation at the AGM

! From http://danielleclode.com.au/



Subsequently, pollination by pseudocopulation was confirmed in many orchids, espiecially
Australia®

Edith was an amateur naturalist and science writer, who published her first scientific paper
at the age of 48. She went on the write over 300 articles about Australian nature for
scientific journals, newspapers and magazines. In 194%sbame the first woman to be

awarded the Australian Natural History Medallion.

9RAGK /2t8YLy0a yIYS$ )\"‘ S
0SAy3 N5023yxé§ﬂulNﬂtflAK ‘
orchid exper® I %t%mostlJ of our women

naturalistQ > I Y R b Abyuk @dtiffiry this a -
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In uncovering her story, one reviewer notes thi @
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biography, science, nature writing and soci
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knowledge, which also included perhaps the orgg
study about the interesting mating behaviour ¢

male huntsman spiders, echidna hibernation, taw _—— _
frogmouths and mistletoe. Danielle gresentation at the AGM

5 y A Sreskrfafiba indlided a video showing waspesllinating activities with native orichids.

The appreciative audience asked a number of probing questions and were then given the opportunity to
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Based on bookaview by The Australian Orchid Foundatidtps://www.australianorchidfoundation.org.au/the
waspand-the-orchid/



Working Bees:

There wasa full complement of working bee activities
undertakenthis spring, with a couple of key focusses
being the work done on Sollya ambnductingsome
roaming patrols looking for flowering woody weeds
where larger populations have been removed in the
past.

We also welcomed twoew members to our Hands On

Team.Jenny and Andrew Biven chatted with Jenny D at

the Heysen Friends of Nature Forum in August and,

after doing plenty of walking in the Padnd thinkirg

they should find out more information about our group

took the opportunity to get it at our display, and have o

promptly taken up the cause. aZNYyAy3 0SF Ay 2dzNJ 4

The scheduled activities were generally well attended, withdoming along to some and1® some others.
There vere also the regular contributions by the Wednesday Almanda Creek group and addigtewive
spray treatmenty Glenn and Peter.

As mentioned above, onkey focus at this time of theear is treatment of Sollya or Bluebell Creeper
(Billardiera heterphyllg). This is a Western Australian native, which has escaped gardens in SA to become a
significant problemThere are several loc8lillardieraspecies, with Sweet Appleerry B. cymosathe most
common in the Park. Without having both the native ahd tveed side by sidespmetimesseparating these

can be difficult.The Sollya flower, however, is quite distinctive, so treating them at flowering time greatly
assists solving this mystery.

The distinctive shape and skjue colour of Sollya Thelocal Sweet Appkperry flower has ambvious
flowers, which have no tubevith fruits inset tube, duller blue colour and shorter plumper fruit,
which become reddispurple as they mature.

From the images here, it may also be possible to show theraiegience in the colour and shape of the
fruits, and the leaves of Sollya are generally wider and a brighter green, compared to the more consistent
shape and colour of Sweet Appleerry leaves

It has more recently been acknowledgdtht Sollya benefits fromire, and this has produced one of our

main Sollya infestations in the Park, in the newthstern quarter of Helipad Hill (see map below). This area

of the park received a prescribed burn in 2007, when perhaps the fire responsiveness of Sollya was not as
widely known.



